
 Winter 2018-2019

Frankfort-Schuyler Pride - Let it Show!

FSCS Mission 
Statement

Our purpose is to provide a 
positive learning environment 

in which students and staff 
will have the opportunity to 

experience success and become 
lifelong learners.

Superintendent’s Message 
Dear Friends of Frankfort-Schuyler:

On behalf of the Frankfort-Schuyler Board of Education, our faculty and staff, and most importantly, our students, 
I wish you and your loved ones a very Happy New Year!

As we begin 2019, let us be sure to take a few moments to reflect on many of the recent achievements and 
accomplishments earned by our students and faculty. Many of those achievements are recognized and included in 
this newsletter. Information is also included regarding the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and homework 
tips for parents.

There are definitely, “good things happening at school.” And, with your continued support of our students and 
staff, I am confident that the achievements and successes will continue.

Thank you for your support of our school district.  Have a safe and Happy New Year!

Robert F. Reina
Superintendent of Schools

Good Things are Happening at School

Unity Day Celebrations
Turn to page 7 to read more!

Kiwanis vs. Faculty
Basketball Game
March 8, 6:00 p.m.

More information on back cover

Kindergarten Registration
March 11     8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

                                 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
  March 12      8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Mid-Winter Recess
February 18-22
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Middle/High School Notes
Recognition of student achievement is one of the cornerstones of a successful school. There can never be too 
much student recognition.

Superintendent/Frankfort Kiwanis Club Student of the Month 
Recognition Program
Our school district and the Frankfort Kiwanis Club have joined together to present the Superintendent/Frankfort Kiwanis 
Club Student of the Month Recognition Program. The purpose of this program is to honor and recognize one senior 
and one eighth grade student each month during a Board of Education meeting.  Students are selected by the School 
Superintendent, based upon knowledge about the student and recommendations submitted by faculty. Recommendations 
are based upon the following criteria:

Crea Kirkland Selected to Attend Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Conference
Crea Kirkland has been nominated by the Frankfort-Schuyler High School faculty to attend the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
(HOBY) Leadership Conference. Each spring, 10,000 high school sophomores from across the country join one of 
HOBY’s 70 state leadership seminars to recognize their leadership talents and apply them to become effective, ethical 
leaders in their home, school, workplace and community. Congratulations Crea!

Michael Quinn Wins Rotary 
Essay Contest
Frankfort-Schuyler 11th grader Michael Quinn has 
been selected as a winner of the Mohawk Valley Rotary’s 
inaugural Voice of Democracy Essay Contest for his essay 
Democracy in Action. Students from Frankfort-Schuyler 
and Herkimer High Schools were asked to write about 
the importance of democracy in the United States and to 
explain what democracy means to them. On December 
5, members of the Mohawk Valley Rotary Elyse 
Enea Bellows, Daniel Enea and Irving Mason visited 
Frankfort-Schuyler High School to present Michael with 
a certificate and a $100 check. Congratulations Michael!

• Community Service
• School Leadership

• Leading by Example
• Being Supportive of Others

• Citizenship
• Honesty and Integrity

The following students have earned the Student of the Month recognition:

 Seniors    Eighth Graders
 John Banas   Luke Critelli
 Jack Bono   Alexis Doolen
 Madison Gage   Tyler Grates
 Giovanni Randazzo  Brandon Kosicki
 Charlotte Rodio  Jack McMurray
 Alissa Usyk   Angelina Tangorra
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Middle/High School Notes

Middle School Students Raise More Than $1,775 during Math-A-Thon
Frankfort-Schuyler Middle School students raised more than 
$1,775 for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital during the 2018 
Math-A-Thon. This year’s Math-A-Thon began on November 17 
and marked the 18th year that Frankfort-Schuyler’s 7th and 8th 
grade students have participated in the event.

Math-A-Thon is a voluntary fundraiser, organized by Mrs. Reid, that Frankfort-Schuyler Middle School participates in each 
year to raise money for the children at St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. Participating students collected sponsors, 
then completed a “Math Funbook” of problems. Then they returned to their sponsors to collect the pledges and donations 
for the problems they had completed. Students at FSMS have raised a collective total of more than $24,000 for St. Jude’s 
over the past 18 years! Thank you, students for the kindness and compassion that you consistently demonstrate for our 
community and others.

Sixth Graders Recognized in New York State Senate Thanksgiving Day 
Creative Celebration
What are you thankful for this year?”

That was the question posed to students in grades K-6 as part of the annual New York State Senate Thanksgiving Day 
Creative Celebration. Students in Mrs. Casale’s 6th grade English Language Arts classes, along with students state-wide, 
submitted essays, poetry or artwork representing what they were most thankful for in 2018. Gratitude and respect for their 
family, friends and troops were some of the common themes expressed throughout the student’s creative works. Each student 
who participated in the competition had their work published online in the Senate’s Thanksgiving Day Showcase Gallery 
and received a certificate of recognition from State Senator James Seward.

Mindful Moments
Students in Mrs. Braund’s 9th grade English 
class have been learning skills to help them 
become more successful both in school and life. 
Mindful Moments, including focused breathing, 
visualizations and positive affirmations, are 
practiced at the start of each class period. These 
tools help students to regulate their emotions, 
increase their focus and productivity in class and 
decrease stress and anxiety.

Select Chorus performs the National Anthem at the Utica 
City Football Club match on January 6.
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Fall Athletes Receive NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athlete Awards
Two Frankfort-Schuyler fall athletic teams and several individuals have been 
recognized by the New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
(NYSPHSAA) as Scholar-Athletes.

At the end of each sports season, the NYSPHSAA honors those teams and 
individuals that excel in the classroom. To receive Scholar-Athlete Team 
recognition, the team’s average GPA for 75 percent of the roster must be greater 
than or equal to 90.00. Student athletes listed are scholar-athletes contributing 
to the team award.

Girls Varsity Soccer Team
Mia Amendolare, Hannah Banas, Gianna DeSarro, Stephanie Guseva, Crea Kirkland, Courtney Madia, 
Victoria Maneen, Selena Mathews, Jamilla Merdanovic, Megan Munch, Hannah Reid, Charlotte Rodio, 
Julia Siegenthaler, Sophia Simmons, Hailey Traut and Bella Zito. The team was coached by Alyssa Upson.

Boys Varsity Soccer Team
Nolan Amendolare, Jack Bono, Eli Braman, Maxwell Breit, Joseph Casamento, Malik Coulthurst, 
Nicholas Duffy, Jordan Kane, Giovanni Randazzo, Alex Rusev, Andrew Silchuk, Dmitry Skorina, John 
Tofani and Ayden Walker. The team was coached by Anthony Reina.

If a team does not meet the Scholar-Athlete Team criteria, the individuals on that team with a 90.00 or above GPA are still 
eligible to be named as Individual Scholar-Athletes.

Individuals earning NYSPHSAA Individual Scholar-Athlete honors in the sport of football include Brandon Adams, Jeffrey 
DeSarro, Dante Palumbo, Andrew Spina, Jake Spina and Xander Wilson. The team was coached by Jeff LaGase.

Individuals earning NYSPHSAA Individual Scholar-Athlete honors in the sport of cheerleading include Julia Caiola, Corinne 
Ciaccia, Antonia Palmisano, Sophia Penge, Sofia Randazzo and Olivia Valent. The team was coached by Jordan Christensen.

Congratulations to all of the students who were honored for their academic and athletic achievements!

Friends of Rachel Club Honored by 
Catholic Charities with Window of Hope 
Award
The Frankfort-Schuyler Friends of Rachel (FOR) Club was honored for 
their positive impact on the local community during the 13th Annual 
Catholic Charities Window of Hope Award Luncheon on September 20 
at Francesca’s Banquet Hall in Ilion.

The Window of Hope Award was established in 2006 to honor individuals 
and organizations who work tirelessly to assist those in need in Herkimer 
County, and especially those who serve and empower the poor and vulnerable in the region.

Founding FOR members and advisors, along with current club officers Brandon Kosicki, Sophia LoRe, 
Bryce MacDonald, Collin MacDonald, Sicilia Randazzo, Sofia Randazzo and Derek Yashinski attended the 
luncheon to accept the award.

Middle/High School Notes
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“Lights. Camera. Action!” 

Mr. Short’s public speaking class at Frankfort-Schuyler High 
School is getting a taste of what it takes to be a news anchor 
through the use of Padcaster equipment borrowed from the 
Oneida-Herkimer Madison (OHM) BOCES. Much like 
checking out a library book, Mr. Short has been able to enhance 
his class assignments by borrowing this innovative equipment 
from the OHM BOCES for a couple of weeks. 

The Padcaster allows students and teachers to transform an iPad 
into a mobile, professional production studio, where they can 
shoot, edit and upload video on the fly or stream live right from 
the iPad. In Mr. Short’s public speaking class, the Padcaster is 
being used as part of a news casting lesson to teach valuable 
communication skills and provide students with an opportunity 
to use cutting edge tools to create and share digital content. 

For the project, students must conduct research on a current 
event, find three sources to cite during their presentations and 
deliver a one-to two-minute presentation in the style of a news 
anchor, including appropriate business casual attire. While 
presenting, students are asked to be mindful of their physical 
presence and voice, and utilize air quoting at least once. With 
the Padcaster equipment, Mr. Short and his students have even 
been able to give their classroom the look of a real news studio 
by using a green screen. 

For students, a highlight of the project is the individual videos of themselves that are air dropped to their cellphones or 
emailed to them immediately after their presentations. These videos also serve as a resource for students to be able to review 
their own public speaking performances and find areas where they can still improve. 

Mr. Short first became aware of the opportunity to integrate Padcaster technology into his classroom from Mrs. Scheu, 
teacher librarian at Frankfort Jr./Sr. High School, who had learned about it during a workshop. 

“There are a lot of components that come together for these presentations,” said Mr. Short. “This isn’t something we could 
have done at the beginning of the year, but now after some experience and practice we can.” 

Mr. Short also says it is the enthusiasm of the students he has in his public speaking class this year which is helping to make 
this project a success. “The classes in years previous have talked about the course positively, paving the way for this group to 
look forward to these presentations and building this necessary life skill.”

Public Speaking Class Goes High-Tech with Padcasting Equipment

Family and Consumer Sciences Class Donates Pies to Catholic Charities
Students in Ms. Lehner’s Family and Consumer Science Class made pies and donated them to Catholic Charities to help provide 
Thanksgiving Dinner for those in need.
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Middle/High School Notes

Life Skills Class Coffee Cart Business Receives Genesis Group Celebration 
of Education Award
The Frankfort-Schuyler Life Skills Class Coffee Cart business was honored for its positive impact on schools, students and the 
community during the 13th Annual Genesis Group Celebration of Education Dinner on November 15 at Hart’s Hill Inn in 
Whitesboro.

The Jr./Sr. High School Coffee Cart program, which is coordinated by teacher Mrs. Christofaro and teaching assistants Mrs. Gatto, 
Mrs. Carnright and Mrs. Sweet, was selected as an Outstanding Program for 2018. 

The Celebration of Education, held during American Education Week, celebrates the hard work and dedication of educators and 
education programs in the Mohawk Valley. 

“We are extremely proud of our students and teachers for all of their hard work each day,” said Middle School Principal Mrs. LiBritz.

Future Business Leaders of America Receive 22 Medals at Spring 
District Meeting
Sixteen Frankfort-Schuyler Senior High School Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) members attended the 
Spring District Meeting at Morrisville College on January 4 and competed in several business-related topics. The students 
tested their knowledge of several categories including Mathematics, Business, Communication, Finance, Management, 
Cybersecurity and Career Management.
 
Eleven members received medals for their performance on the assessments, earning a total of 22 medals for Frankfort-
Schuyler. Of those 11 winners, eight received a medal in two or more events.
 
Frankfort-Schuyler has seven members who are eligible to compete at the state level during the NY State Leadership 
Conference in Binghamton from April 10-12.
 
Students moving on to the State Leadership Conference are:

• Olivia Bongiorno - 1st place in Introduction to Business Communications and 4th place in Hospitality Management
• Stephanie Guseva - 1st place in Introduction to Parliamentary Procedures and 2nd place in Cybersecurity
• Crea Kirkland - 1st in place in Business Calculations and 1st place in Business Management
• Toni Palmisano - 1st place in Personal Finance and 2nd place in Business Calculations
• Megan Munch - 2nd place in Personal Finance, 3rd place in Business Calculations and 4th place in Career and 
     Financial Management
• Kalie Schnitt - 2nd place in Business Management and 3rd place in Business Ownership and Marketing
• Jordan Kane - 1st place in Career and Financial Management

 
Other Frankfort-Schuyler students earning medals were: 

• Gianna DeSarro - 4th place in Advertising
• Mia Amendolare - 3rd place in Business Management, 4th in Business Ownership and Marketing
• Giavanna Campione - 3rd place in Network Design, 4th place in Business Management and 5th place in Technology 
     Concepts
• McKayla Ganci - 4th place in Management Decision Making
• Jack Bono - 5th place in Career and Financial Management
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Frankfort-Schuyler Fights Bullying with Unity Day Celebrations
Students, teachers and staff throughout the Frankfort-Schuyler Central 
School District joined schools and individuals around the country in 
celebrating Unity Day and participating in several activities aimed to 
eliminate bullying on October 24. 

At the elementary school, students learned about bullying prevention 
and signed a pledge promising to speak up when they see bullying, reach 
out to others who are bullied and be a friend whenever they see bullying. 
Students and staff also wore orange clothing to send a message of support, 
hope and unity, and to show that they are together against bullying and 
united for kindness, acceptance and inclusion.

Mrs. Watson Receives Genesis Group Celebration of Education Award
Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary art teacher Mrs. Watson was honored as an Outstanding Educator during the 13th Annual 
Genesis Group Celebration of Education Dinner on November 15 at Hart’s Hill Inn in Whitesboro.

The Celebration of Education, held during American Education Week, celebrates the hard work and dedication of educators 
and education programs in the Mohawk Valley. 

Mrs. Carinci Recognized as “Amazing Teacher” by Observer-Dispatch
The Utica Observer-Dispatch is running a series called 
Amazing Teachers. Each month an Amazing Teacher, 
nominated by their local school district, is recognized in 
Oneida, Herkimer and Madison counties.

Mrs. Carinci was selected by the Observer-Dispatch as the 
December Amazing Teacher. Mrs. Carinci is an elementary 
physical education teacher working with students in grades 
K-2. Mrs. Carinci was nominated for her passion for 
education and ability to engage students to improve their 
health and fitness.

Congratulations, Mrs. Carinci!
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Elementary School Notes

K-Kids “Adopt a Veteran” for Holiday Season
The Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary School K-Kids teamed 
up with the CNY Veterans Outreach Center to “Adopt a 
Veteran” for this holiday season. 

The K-Kids were given three families with children ages 
4-12. The k-Kids and their classmates in grades 3-5 were 
asked to donate gifts for the children in the adopted families. 
Some of the donated gifts included books, puzzles, small 
toys and arts and crafts. 

The Frankfort-Schuyler K-Kids were honored to be able to 
help make this holiday season extra special for these military 
families who have sacrificed so much.

PTO Sponsors Three Assemblies for 
Elementary Students
The Frankfort-Schuyler PTO was pleased to be able to 
sponsor three assemblies for elementary students so far this 
school year. The assemblies included a Troll Assembly on 
character traits, a visit from teaching-artist Brian Chevalier 
about mindfulness, and a distance learning event for 4th 
graders about Native American history and culture.

Elementary School Holds Mini Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk
On October 17, students at Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary School participated in a Mini Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk in the elementary gymnasium. Students walked laps in the gym and received a bead for each lap they walked. 
For $1, students were also able to color a picture in honor or in memory of someone and have the picture displayed in the 
gym hallway.
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27th Annual Veterans Day Ceremony Gives Thanks to Local Veterans
Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary held their 27th annual Veterans Day Ceremony on November 9. More than 150 guests 
including Veterans, local politicians and family members were in attendance. The ceremony consisted of patriotic songs sung 
by the K-5 students, musical numbers played by the Frankfort-Schuyler High School band, essays read by 5th graders Gia 
Kaleta and Joseph Mathlin, and many guest speakers and presenters. Special guests included state Assemblyman Anthony 
Brindisi, Maj. Scott Helmer and state Sen. James Seward. Kathy Ashe spoke about the Purple Heart earned by her son, 
Philip, during his 20 years of service with the U.S. Marine Corps. Veterans were also given the opportunity to introduce 
themselves and tell their story. 

The ceremony was followed by a luncheon in the cafeteria for the Veterans, with many items donated from faculty and staff 
as well as many local businesses. Following the lunch, some of the Veterans visited classrooms and shared their stories and 
answered students’ questions.

Elementary Collects Donations for Operation Candy Cane
Students at Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary School 
showed their appreciation for those serving in our 
nation’s armed forces by collecting donations for 
Operation Candy Cane, a project of the Herkimer 
County Hunger Coalition.

Each grade level was tasked with collecting a 
different item to donate. Kindergarten students 
brought in travel size toothpaste, first grade brought 
in pudding and fruit cups, second grade brought 
in fruit roll-ups, third grade brought in boxes of 
granola bars, fourth grade brought in Hormel-type 
microwave meals and fifth grade brought in boxes 
of hot cocoa mix.

All of the items collected were delivered to the 
Cpl. Gregory J. Harris Military Courtesy Room 
at Hancock International Airport in Syracuse. The 
room provides servicemen and women with snacks, 
beverages and a comfortable place to rest and wait for flights or transportation to many of the local military installations. 
More than 106,000 military personnel visit the Courtesy Room each year. Any food donations collected that were beyond 
what the Courtesy Room needed were given to local food pantries.
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School News

NYS accountability system enables SED to:

1. Identify high-performing or rapidly improving 
 schools for recognition; and, low performing    
 schools for support.
2. Direct additional support and assistance to low-
 performing schools and districts.

A. FIVE COMMON AREAS OF FOCUS

1. Instruction for all students, including:
 • New curriculum standards
 • Access to advanced coursework
 • Personalized learning

2. Support for all students, including:
 • Student attendance
 • Student services and support
 • Social-emotional well being

3. Responsiveness for all students, including:
 • School climate

 • Cultural responsiveness
 • Safety
 • Parent relationships

4. Access for all students, including:
	 •	Staffing	resources
 • Excellent educators
 • Equitable resources (per student/per building)
 • Extracurricular opportunities

5. Success for all students, including:
 • College, career and civic readiness
 • Graduation rates
 • Student academic performance

B. SEVEN INDICATORS (Multiple Measures of Success)

1. Student Academic Achievement:  measures 
 achievement on state assessments in ELA, Math   
 and Science

 For High Schools, state assessments in Social   
 Studies are also used.

2. Student Growth, Grades K – 8, measures student   
 growth on statewide assessments in ELA and   
 Math by comparing current and prior year scores.

3. Academic Progress:  All Schools: Measures    
 student performance on ELA and Math state
 assessments against long-term goals and    
 measures of interim progress (MIP).

 MIP – incremental progress for each long-term 
 goal is measures year to year.

4. Graduation Rates: Measures 4, 5 and up to 6 year   
 cohort group rates.

5.	 English	Language	Proficiency:	All	Schools:			 	 	
 Measures the progress of English Language    
 Learners in meeting individual progress goals.

6. Chronic Absenteeism:  All Schools: Measures the 
 percentage of all students who miss 10% or more   
 of the school year against long-term goals and MIPs

7. College, Career and Civic Readiness: For High   
 Schools: Measures the percentage of students who 
 are leaving school prepared for college, career and 
 civic readiness as measured by:
 •  Graduation rates
 •  Credentials earned
 •  Advanced course credits
 •  Diplomas (Regents, Advanced, etc…)
	 •		Career	and	technical	certification
 •  Skills and commencement credentials

C.	 All	schools	are	classified	into	one	of	four	
 categories:

1. Recognition Schools:  A school is “in good 
 standing” or “rapidly improving.”

2. Schools in Good Standing:  Not a Targeted Support 
 and Improvement (T.S.I.) or Comprehensive    
 Support and Improvement (C.S.I.)School
 • T.S.I.:  a school with a low-performing subgroup
 • C.S.I.:  a school with a low overall performance 
 for all student subgroups; or, a school with low 
 performing subgroups that have not improved.

3. Comprehensive Support and Improvement Schools
 • Lowest performing schools in the state: and, will 
	 be	identified	at	least	every	three	years.

 • Any high school with a four (or 5, 6) year    
 graduation rate below 67%.
 • Schools that receive a 1 (of 4) on combined 
 student achievement and graduation rate 
 indicators.
 • T.S.I. Schools that have not improved in three years.

4. Targeted Support and Improvement Schools
 • Lowest performing in the State in one or more 
 student subgroups:  and will be annually      
	 identified	(based	on	a	1	–	4	scale).

 

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)
SUMMARY

ESSA is a federal law that outlines how states can use federal money to support public schools. ESSA replaces the 2001 No Child 
Left Behind Act.
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General Homework Tips For Parents

Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place where studying and quiet reading can occur. Avoid having your child do homework 

with the TV on or in places with other distractions, such as people coming and going. Monitor their use of cellphones and 

computers, including the internet.

Make sure the resources your child needs, such as paper, pencils and a dictionary are available. Ask your child if special materials 

will be needed for some projects and get them in advance.

Establish a routine time for homework and special projects and allow for balanced leisure activities.  Establish a set time each 

day for doing homework. Don’t let your child leave homework until just before bedtime. Think about using a weekend morning 

or afternoon for working on big projects, especially if the project involves getting together with classmates. Help your child 

participate in activities outside of school also.

Be positive about homework. Tell your child how important school is. The attitude you express about homework will be the 

attitude your child acquires.

When your child does homework, you do homework. Show your child that the skills they are learning are related to things you do 

as an adult. If your child is reading, you read too. If your child is doing math, balance your checkbook.

When your child asks for help, provide guidance, not answers. Giving answers means your child will not learn the material. Too 

much help teaches your child that when the going gets tough, someone will do the work for him or her.

When the teacher asks that you play a role in homework, do it. Cooperate with the teacher. It shows your child that the school and 

home are a team.  Follow the directions given by the teacher.

If homework is meant to be done by your child alone, stay away. Too much parent involvement can prevent homework from 

having some positive effects. Homework is a great way for kids to develop independent, lifelong skills.

Stay informed. Talk with your child’s teachers. Make sure you know the purpose of homework and what your child’s class rules are.

Help your child figure out what is hard homework and what is easy homework. Have your child do the hard work first. This will 

mean he or she will be most alert when facing the biggest challenges.  Easy material will seem to go fast when fatigue begins to 

set in.

Watch your child for signs of failure and frustration. Let your child take a short break if he or she is having trouble concentrating on 

an assignment.

Encourage games and leisure time activities that require reasoning, computations and problem-solving skills. Allow your child to 

participate in building things, fixing things, cooking and related tasks.
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Frankfort Kiwanis Club to Present 
45th Annual Kiwanis vs. F-S Faculty 

Basketball Game
The Frankfort Kiwanis Club will present its 45th Annual Kiwanis vs. F-S 
Faculty Basketball Game on Friday, March 8 at 6 p.m. in the Frankfort-
Schuyler High School Gymnasium.

A suggested donation of $1 can be made for entry to the event. The 
concession stand will also be open for business throughout the evening. 
All proceeds from the event will benefit the Ilion-Frankfort Food Pantry.

UTICA COMETS VISIT – Utica Comets forward Jonah Gadjovich and defensemen Guillaume Brisebois visited the Frankfort-Schuyler 
Elementary School K-Kids Club after school on December 3 to talk hockey, sign autographs and even challenge the teachers to a 
game of floor hockey!

The evening will include a variety of basketball-
themed events with participants of all ages:

6 p.m. - Grades 4-6 Hot Shot Contest

6:30 p.m. – Grades 7-12 Three-Point Shoot Out

7 p.m. – Kiwanis vs. Faculty Game

Trophy Presentation prior to Junior-Senior Game

8 p.m. – Junior-Senior Game


